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Philippines-Palawan Mission Project Report
The Wilkerson Family

For 20 years Manuel hasn’t stepped into a church. 
He fell into the cares of this world and so neglected 
his childhood way of going to church every 
Sabbath. With love, diligent prayer and patience his 
wife prayed that he would someday return. As year 
after year passed, there was sadly no change. This 
year, Manuel’s work brought him from his home 
island in Mindanao to the Saw Mill community in 
Palawan. Here, he met Anselo at work. Anselo is 
one of our Saw Mill Adventist Church members. 
One Friday afternoon, as Anselo and Manuel were 
working on a masonry job they realized the work 
would not be completed that day and must be 
finished on Saturday. Anselo informed the work 
crew that Saturday, the Sabbath, was the day of 
rest and thus he would not be available to work 
on Saturday. Manuel then asked him if he was a 
Seventh-day Adventist at which Anselo responded, 
“yes.” Manuel proceeded to ask him where the 
nearest church was and shared that he too was 
Seventh-day but he had backslidden from the 
faith. Anselo gave him directions to the church and 
invited him to join him. On Sabbath morning, both 

Anselo and Manuel were present during Sabbath 
School. When Monique welcomed Manuel to the 
class, Manuel timidly informed the class that it was 
his first day stepping into a church after 20 years! 
The whole congregation welcomed him with open 
arms praising God! Monique even changed the 
Sabbath School lesson and instead, told the parable 
of the Prodigal Son. She emphasized that Manuel is 
like the son in the story and that God is overjoyed 
that Manuel has returned to church. Manuel then 
promised to come back. While holding back 
tears, Manuel told the group that his wife will be 
extremely happy that he has finally returned to his 
church and his faith.

A Changing LIfe



The months come and go like a whirlwind.

Three experienced aircraft mechanics from the 
States and Canada led the aircraft assembly crew 
along with local volunteers to assemble the AWA 
Cessna 182 (N81708) in record time! 

On February 16th, the aircraft was dedicated 
by a sizable group of local Pathfinder master 
guides. Shortly after, N81708 fired up with good 
compression checks and simulated departure runs.

Consequently, the 2,000’ airstrip is nearing 
completion. We pray that very soon the Pathfinder 
aircraft will be airborne once again! Thank-you to 
all who have prayed for the crew, the aircraft and 
the airstrip. To God be the glory! Soon we will 
have wind beneath our wings and flying on God’s 
mission…

“Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil;  

For You are with me;  
Your rod and Your staff,  

they comfort me.” 

—Psalm 23:4

In the midst of current world events, let us be 
confident that God is with us and He will be there 
for us.
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Transporting patient

Our newest ambassador

• Support team members to join 
the funding efforts to fence 
the Philippine mission post. 
As we seek approval from the 
Civil Aviation Authority to 
commence flight operations, 
this will help address safety 
and security for the airstrip. 

• Relief pilots for Guyana and 
the Philippines willing to spend 
2-3 months in-country. Contact 
us if you have an interest.

PROJECT NEEDS TO:
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• AWA family which includes volunteers, staff, 
missionaries, supporters and partners. 

• Missionaries-in-training: Fixes, Echemendias, 
and Roger Williams

PRAYER REQUESTS:

resources of time, money and skills 
to make this a reality.

One late evening in October, for 
humanitarian support, Edgar 
Espinosa and his son, Von, were 
asked to use the project truck to 
assist in transporting a dying man 
to his village to spend his remaining 
days in his hometown surrounded 
by his family and friends. Our 
presence in Palawan means many 
who are unable to afford chartered 
transportation can ask us for 
humanitarian support. May God 
continue to use our project to serve 
His suffering people.

Please welcome our newest AWA 
Ambassador, Merrie Jensen. 
Merrie is a missionary at heart who 
temporarily moved to Arkansas to 
take care of her aging and ailing 
parents. Thank you, Merrie for 
taking on this calling to spread the 
message of what AWA is doing in 
her community!

God is good; all the time. All the 
time, God is good. Our hearts are 
full of joy and humility as Bruce 
takes on the new role of Executive 
Vice President for Adventist World 
Aviation. Please pray that the Lord 
will continue to bless AWA with 
the necessary resources to take the 
Good News to the hard to reach 
areas using aviation as a tool. If you 
or others you know would like to 
join the AWA team, please contact 
Bruce at evp@flyawa.org.

Isaiah 9:6 “For unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given; and 
the government shall be upon 
His shoulder. And His name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counselor, 
The Mighty God, The Everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to you, our family and friends. 
May the good Lord come soon and 
take us home to a place where there 
will be no more pain, suffering 
and death. In the meantime, let 
us all join and work together to 

prepare for His coming and live a 
life abounding in joy for we know 
we have the hope of eternal life in 
Christ Jesus. Thank you for your 
partnership, your prayers, love and 
support.

Project Needs: 
Missionary pilot, missionary family, 
perimeter fencing and completion of 
the airstrip.

Prayer request: 
• All those afflicted by COVID 19 and 

their families.
• Safety and health for all.

Airplane, Airstrip,  
and the Assembly Crew

Scripture for the Month


